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There are many who love To teEl a story and many mo^e who 
love to listen to one, And each time a story is retold, tt- acquires 
a new colour and a fresh dimension. 

The grandmother who heard a story as a little girl from her 
grandmother, tells the same story to her grandchild but with a 
few embellishments of her own. The traveller from a distant 
land who happens to hear a story in the course of his travels, 
later tells it to his own people, modifying it to make it more 
dramatic or more acceptable to his audience* That is how 
stories which had first been told centuries ago have been kept 
alive and why we find recurring themes in the tales told in 
different regions separated by hundreds of miles. 

This Amar Chitra Katha retells the folktale MATANADUVA GtU 

r 

MATTU BEDARA HUDUGA, originally narrated in Kannada by 
Dr* Chandrashekar Kambar 
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THE TALKING 


r/MMfl J the FOWLER, USEP 7V CATCH 
B*RP£ A/VP SELL THEM FOR A UVtNS 



ONE EVENING 


WHEN TIMM A WAS AQOUT TO TRANSFER THE 
PARROT TO THE CASE — I — » hi m y ■ 


f PARROT i 

IT'S MH 
, UJCMV 
V PAWt / 


r LET ^ 
Mg GO, Mi?' 
P^IENP. . 


IT CAt N 
TALK* 









Omar chitro katfoa 



HOU IVJUL 

M*K£ WUR 
FORTUNE \F 
WU SET M £ 
x FREE* ^ 


I’P BE A 
FOOL TO FREE 
A SfRP THAT 

t f'VE CAUGHT, 



as rniE parrot flew away 


IF YOU 
miT THERE 
FOR SOME TiME } 
A RARE SIRP WILL 
LflNP IN YOUR NET- 
A BiRP HOU WILL BE 
V PROUP OF. w 


TtMMA TOOK THE PARROT# APV/CE WP 
WRIT BP FOR ANOTHER &iRP TO COME HfS 
WAY, A SHORT WHILE LATER— uiKisq 


A PARROT flGArJVj 
ANP WHAT A 
g COLOURFUL. , 
L ONE/ __> 




ff \ 

ltl l\j(i 

u 1 

8 v. 1' 

r r- 

w Ivl 
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THE SECRET OF THE TALKING BIRD 


ft HAS 
L ANPEP ON 
THE NET! 


this is ^ 
* parrot the ■ 

Kjns wqulp love 

_ TO H flve, « 



r WHEN 
WfLL HE 
BE FREE 
v SIR? 


W NEVER: AT ^ 
least not for 

AN¥ A vP E^ERv FOWLER 
WhQ COMES MERE 
* WITH A PARROT, a 


BUT WHEN YtMMfi TOOK 
THE PARROT TO THE 

palace, he ms stoppep 

3¥ THE MINISTER. 


THE MAHflWU WILL 
BE ABUE TO SEE HOU. 
mf A Rush* 





amor chitra katha 




it Nfl6 PIVC COLOURS 
I HAVE HEflRP ABOUT 
SUCH A 0 J RP BUT 
t MAP NfiVER y 
^ ONfi. y 


V ! J LL ACCEPT YT OH 
\0NE CONDITION ■■' 


" lT f & 
FOR ^0U f 
SAHARA J 


"•you .must 

TEACH IT TO 
t SPEAK, , 


^ JT W 0 ULF A 

BE A .PLEASURE, 
. MftWARAJ. / 


1 
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THE SECRET OF THE TALKING 6t*0 



Al\P yQU MflV VISIT THE 

palace any time J 

k. WN UKE- ^ 


M*f AWI5TSR 
w/ll give 

A BAG OF G0L£? 

^ COIN'S- > 


J WHATJ ; 
^A BAG OF 
G0LP CO.'NS 
FOR A 


thank HOu 

MAhARAj, 


i — — „itffrrn 

hi 

Ejm 

1 
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T/MA4A 8EGRN TO V/SiT THE PALACE 
FREQUENTLY f w iWt . . - j 


HERE HE COMES A£AjN 
THE GREAT TEACHER j 
L ^ H MM PH | jj 



SOCW r/AiAW AflP SPOP AffW5 FOR THE KING 


THE PARROT HAS 
BEGUN TO TALK, 
V MAHAffAJ. A 


MARVELLOUS 



WHEN THE MtMSTER WfflTEP TQ SPERM TO THE KING 


maharau 


NOT NOW, 
D L=ASE, CM f ~ 
*GU SEE I AM 
BhST NTh MY 
PRjeiNP? 


omar chit™ kuthei 



r the kins calls that 
‘WMTCHEP F0WLS* A 
PHIENP* ANP HE HAS NO 
f TFME TO TALK TO ME, 
i Hfg Mi NJ STBS, 



K.NS5 SHOULP NOT MIX WITH 
C&MMONEMS* BUT f PA.RE NOT 
A PV/SE HIM TO STOP 

^ MEETING The r--'" 

{ POWLER, 




MAHARAj f yOLl HAVE A 
RARE &IRP — A 
\ 01 RP THAT CAN y 

X. TAuK, Z 


/ NO OTHER ^ 
/ KFNS HAS SUCH 
\ 4 PARROT. [T*S 

4 tJWieue. a 


f 







THE SECRET Of THE TALKING filflO 


i 



UNIQUE BJRF, i/6S 
BUT IN SUCH AN 
, GRPlNARty 

V CAGE* y 


WHAT 



l T M SOAR*, 
MAHAfiAJ* BUT I HAYC 
TO SPEAK THE TRUTH, 
A GQLPEH CASE JS 

V VfcRV COMMON, V 


THAT J S 

THE BEST ONE 

can get. 



WHAT ABOUT AN 
NQRH TOWER, 
MAHRRRJP J 


s AN iVflR*f \ 
TOWER A NO ONE 
HAS BUILT AN 
IVORV tower FOR 
A PARROf, J 





HOU WILL, MAHARAJ 
A UNIQUE TOWER 
PCJR A UNIQUE 
V BJRR V 7 


BUT WHERE WILL 
WE FiNP SO 
V MUCH IVORV? J 


* 


LHiuir cnnra Kama 



WU R PR\ 6WP 
THE FOWLER 

SHouLp know; 
. /WAHRRflJ, , 


Jr uoj are 

Rt&MT. HE IS 
fl GAMBLE H0UN6 

man. please 

kjSPSAK to ktal 


THE mtNlSTER $Bh T 
ffflff HAIM/? .AA"/7 
hwi A^£ 7i/r 
THE M?*V raws*. 


r WANT V0U TO SRI NS 
v A CARTlOAP op / 
>v IVORV. 


j 3E aa_^ TO PJNP 

A FECE o= (vORH 3JT 
k WHERE AM J TO £0 FtfR 
\ A CflRTLOflPP y 


■ - - hour 

HEAP WILL 
BE CUT 
v OFF, > 


T I WILL X 
iSlVE TOu FOUR 
WEEKS 1 Time, rF 

HOu fail to 

v BRfNS IT—* y 


s 





THE SECRET OF THE TALKING BIRD 


SO POOR TIMM ft WENT TO THE FOREST IN 
SEARCH OF IVORY, rv ^r- - g.i, ryy - 


r WHY ARE 
YOU LOOKfN* 
SO WRR\£? t 
v FR1ENP? 


rjj TO SET THE 
WlV&Wf J'LL HM£ TO ^ 
[ CAPTURE ELEPH^WTS, 
BUT HOW FOBS ONE TRAP 
EUsPHANTfi? I ONLY 
~T KNOW HOW TO TRAP 
BJRP6, 



¥ES, VOUR OLP FRfENR 
JS THERE ANYTHIN* 
l I CQUUP PO FOR 4 

L. voup 



T//HAW TOUP WE - >Ki. ABOUT THE 
TOWER OF WORY. 


^ do EAST WAR PS, ^ 
HOU W'iILL COM 6 ACROSS 
A FOREST- WALK THROUGH 
*T TILL YOU REACH A TANK 
ALL THE ELEPHANTS OF 
the FOREST C 0AE 
k THERE TO PRANK j 

WATER, / 


W I WON'T SE ^ 
F Ag^E TO RNP ALL 
THE ;V0R¥ THE KrW$ 
WANTS ANP THE KJNfi 
, WALL PUT ME TO - 
-N.. PEATH. 


FON J T 

PESPAiR t M¥ 
FRJENP, 
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i HI SfcCHfct Of- THE TALKING BIRD 




STflNP UR, CH1LR. 

vvho .flieg you? 
WHflTT PO HOU 
WANT ? J 


WHEN Tt'MMft TOLP H/S STWV — 






omar c+utra katha 



3UT 

J MYSELF 
NEEP SOME 
HELP, 


HQU?HE£P 

HELP? 


vtA f 

7 *T 

!:i 

M 



WEE | I NEEP HELP* 
you HUMflNB 
k CLEVER* I AM 
\ SURE YOU 
V COULP help J 
ME* / 


^ WE ^ 

ELEPHANTS ARE 
BE, NS HflPASSEP 
BY A WICHEP 
N LION*" ' j 


1 WANT YOU TO 
PRrVff AWAY 
THE LfON, y 


YOU WANT 
ME TO - " 
TO*** 



m 

mm 

i / 1 

i | 


fes-B 

■ '' 
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THE SECRET OF THI TALKING BIRD 



PO I T 

MNP HQU SHALL 
HflVff ALL THE 
WORW HOU 

^ WAWT t A 





^ WELL, * ^ 
l ? LL PJRST PRINK 1 
SOME WATER ANP 
THEN SIT POWN 
rT TO THINK, J 


AS HE &ENT PQWN TO TAKE THE WATER W H/S 
A 9 L 











amar cMra katha 


TtMMA QUtCKLy QUENCHEP HiS THIRST ANP THEN SET 

out for NtS ary m i— 


I pon’t have w 
TO 85 SiS SAME 
HUNTER TO HANPL5 
7 THAT JJft K . 
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i he jtiinci ur i ns muhini* nunu 



ABSOLUTELY CON&PENT, HM SAT 
&QWN ANP BEGAN TO SING. \ 


SOON HE HAP COMPANY, 


YOUNE Aft AN | EVEN VITUWN 
SAME HUNTS Re RUN 
WHEN THEY SEE M&> 

\ AREN*T YOU / 

v scared ? y 


SCAREpp WHQ) ME? HAH ! 

PO YOU KNOW TO 
v WHOM YOU' ARE A 
TALKING? 


■ X; 4 %- - Jf Yh. 




£k/*v«U 

P » ■ 1 Jfir j— IN It / 

1 J JjS * jftyk^B/ 

1 


H&r^i' W& 

Wu L> 

LJL 1 

IkL* j 


V 1 wk iS V^iT^V 

- Int - 1 Lj \ 8^. 

>3 *» i 7. *a 

UA Si 

nft®.r9 1 
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amor c#vfro kafha 



r W PON 7 T -N 
rtu Step THIS 
WAY *NP SEE THS 
LIONS I HAVE 

V CAW 0 HT? j 


I AM A SKS 

hunter 
A HLNTBR OF 
. LIONS. 


^ ^OEJ Llffltj^ 

PQ YOU TWIN* 
YOU CAN &ET 
WAY WITH THAT 

v bluff f y 


J WILL 



THE SECRET OF THE TALKING SIR'D 



MNP THE BEAST STOOP AMCW& THE 


PQ VOU SEE 
HOUR FRI BNPS P 
WfflJLP HOU LIKE TO 
JOIN THEM? 








amor chit ra katha 


WITHOUT A MOMENT’S PGUW THE UQN FLEP, 
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THt SECRET OP THE TALKING BIRD 



mpr THANK 
r MV PRIENP, ANP ^ 
NOW l SHALL KEEP 
W PART OP THE 
l BARGAIN, COME , 
ri^WJTH 

l u', 


— AVP P/SSRPEfiREP, 


NEVER .AGAIN will 
HE BE SEEN IN 
THIS FGGEST. J 


= ~. 



THE ELEPHANT TOOK TMMA TO A CAVE, 


mr low, 

THOSE ARE THE 
SKELETONS OP 
ELEPHANTS KILLEP 
®V THE LION. KOQ 
MAN TAKE ALL 
^J"HE TUSKS 




/ HOW $HAU^ 
' I CARR* ALL 
THESE SuNPLES 
\TO THE Cl TV ? . 


m ^ 

ELEPHANTS 
WILl CARrf?* 
THEM FOR 
v HOU. ^ 


7/M44A T/fiP W£ fA'StfS AV70 WLtt£ BUNPLE$\ 


THE KING ELEPHANT LtFTEP A BUN&LR WtTtf Ht$ 
TRUNK"* 
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amnr ehptra katha 



■AMP PLRCEP rr ON THE BACH OP AN ELEPHANT 



THUS T/MM# LEFT THE POXMBT AT THE HEAP OF 
A CARAVAN OP ELEPHANTS LOAPE& WITH WORN* 



WHEN HE HERCHEP THE PALACE, THE H/N$ HIMSELF 
CAME OUT TO RECEIVE HM 


MAI V HAS 
ACHIEVEP 
IMPOSSIBLE. 



r I APPOINT 
*0U THE CHIEF 
Of* MV MmUTS. 


\ 

1 -X 

\ u 

if 



THE SfCftfT OF THE TALKING BIRD 



MEANWHILE THE WN& HRP A TOWER OF IVORY 
BUILT , I 


r \ MUST 1 

THWK 

FOR SUGGESTING 
, THIS JPEfl. * 


1M 




A HAPPH BIRP 
SJNGS, MflHARPJ. THIS 
PARROT pOE£ 

NOT* ^ 


YOU CQUlP 

0E RP^NT* 

BUT'” 










ornar chifrq kuthn 


the PARROT mu ST BE 
MJgSfNf rT6 OUP 
v MASTS R, 


OUR TlMMfl 
SHtJULP KNOWj 
MAHWWi J, 


the * S3 NOT INTfiRES“Efr 

\ risr excuses, he wrntsA 

X RESULTS, ,4 U 


wf avmsw/* 5£wr fla? towww 


^ THE KIN# \ 
WANTS ^0U TO 
BRING THE OWNER 
OP OUR PARROT 
V HERE, >4 


^ J PON ; T x 
KN0W WHO 
THE OWNER IS 
I CAUGHT IT W 
v Th£ FOREST, > 


IP HOU P0N ? T SR IN'S 
THE OWNER HERE 
WIT HIM FOUR WEEKS; 
l HOUR HEAP IAJlL 
X SB CUT OFF, 
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the Secret of the talking amp 



VMM# WENT TO Hl£ GUP FRIW1P fN THE 
>=QR£ST t r X V — 


Y the kiNS 

HA 5 OAPEREP ME 
TO FiNP The . 0VYWEA 
OF THE PARROT. 
CAN H&J HB^P 

V Vie? ^ 


I wrtL, 
FOLLOW 
ME. 



TIMM A FGLLQWEP the 3/RP. 



MOUNT THIS HORSE ANP FLV 
WESTWARDS* WHEW 40 U FlV 
OVER THE SEA HOU WJUL / 
COME ACROSS AN' 


fTLEPHm TO A TEMPLE 
WHERE THERE STOOP 
R MECHANICAL HORSE. 


V 


H t $ 


-•I 


SSfe 






THEN THE 3tRP TOUT 
H/M WHAT TO P0, 



VMM# MOUNTED THE HORSE AMP TURMEP 


THE HE XT MOMENT HE MAS UP fN THE /UR, 
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a mar chifna kafhn 








THE SECRET OF THE TAlXING BlftO 



7 1MMA LfiNPEP M THE ROVFL BARREN t THE 
FR1MMPS OF THE PRtHCMSS RAH TOW ARPS 
MM* n? / " Jl 7TT 
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afnar chit rat kdtha 







THE SECRET Of THE TALKING BIRO 



AS THS*i NtPtREP THE TWER OF /WRY, 
THE PARROT BEGAN TO SiNG, [ ■ 



THE MtN& HEMRP THE NEWS ANP CAME TO 
THE TO WER V ” 


MEET 

THE OWNER 
OF TVS PARROT, 
MAHARAJ* 


THE Him MARRtEP THE RRNCESS ANP 
&PPQINTEP TfMMR COMMANPER OF THE 

ARMY. I 
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g mar cM ra kcrtha 



A K£W WEEKS LATER f THE PRtNCSSS FELL /LL 
NO PHVSiaAW CQUL P CURB htMR m f EMSM 

m S OR*K, MAumfiJ. / — 

THERE'S N0THJN& / s' 
i CAN PO* / f THERE MUST wJV®3! 

. 3E SOMEONE WHO fjy#S 
" 7 / v CAN CURE HER* JsSSfil 


^ Hoy ; 
MUST SEN P «i« 
A PHVSOAN 
PROM THE LANP 
OF OUR QUEEN, 
n MAHA IMJ, , 


i AGREE, 

maharaj, we 

COULF SENP OUR 
COMMANFER TO 
V THE IBLHNPj ^ 


l r M SURE THE PEOPLE OF 
THE (SLANf? WILL B= ON THE 
^OOHQUT FOR THE MflN 
WHO KJPNAPPEp THEIR 
TIA1MA / 


THEN THE QUEEN SPOKE. 


r there /5 ™ 

ONLY ONE PERSON 
WHO KNOWS THE 
REMEPY ANP YOJ 
WON'T BE ABLE TO 
V PlNP HER* 


PRINCESS 
WON'T RETURN 
L «LfVE* 
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THE SECRET OF THE TALKING SlftO 



WE WILL, MV 
QUEEN * WHO 

IS 6Hffp 


^ she ms mv 

close companion, ^ 
once, in R fit <?P TEMPER, 

J TURNER HER INTO A PARROT. 

NO ONE CRN FINP HER > 
V NOW* jfa 


BuT.MAHARAJ, I AM &URE 
OUR commander will 
> SE ABLE TO FINP j 
^ HER, ^ 


VES. CALL 
HIM, 


miMtf TOLP THE 31RP ALL ABOUT 


WHEN 

THE QUEEN’S AI LMENT — | ~ 

"A'TflKE ME to HOUR QUEEN 

\ ANP LEAVE THE REST 
\ TO ME. y 


THUS T/MMA FQUNP H/MSELF fN THE FOREST ONCE 

AWN, e i i/i — ^ ■ m i f II, m 


S yOU 
LOOK worried 
MV RRJENP, 15 
IT ANOTHER 
PROSLEMp < 


r EVEN 
v0U CANNOT 
HELP ME THIS 
v TJM E, 





omctr chftna kafha 



T7MMfl TOOH THE BtRP TO THE PALACE, 


THE MOMENT THE QUEEN TOUCHED THE B!&P 


tT TURNEP >NTO A QEAuTfE-UL &/RL 


r PARPON 1 
ME FOR TURNING 
VOLl WTO A 

k PARROT* A 


X^tSSVZE r%% 

AMP THE ENV/OUS MINISTER LEFT THE 
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| VAIMIKI’S KA MAGANA )S BELIEVEP TO 
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f 

BE THE FIRST FDETK: WORK WRITTEN IN 

1 
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SANSKRIT; IT IS, THEREFORE, REFERRED 


i 


TO AS THE ADIKAWA , IT IS SAIP THAT 




BRAHMA ASSUREP VALMIKI THAT ** AS 



i 

i 

L0N6 AS THE MOUNTAINS STANP ANP 



t 

THE RIVERS FLOW, SO LONS SHALL THE 
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